UPCOMING

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

¢ Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

e Emily Linton

e Andy Duncan (Liver transplant)

e Wayne Rigdon family (passed away)
¢ David Cradic

Communion

Preparation
2026 preparation list is in foyer
August - Potts

September -
October -

Birthday / Anniversary

Donald Montgomery - 4th

Jill Carlberg - 14th

Will Parker - 30th

Chuck & Sonja Rowell - 11th
Corev & Calista Murphv - 18th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens

Scripture Reading - Galatians 5:19 -
21

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 -
29

Closing Prayer - Shay Cooper

. Proverbs 11:25

whoever refreshes
others will be refreshed.

08 /09 /2026

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Forgiveness and Consequences
By Greg Gwin

One of the clearest teachings in Scripture is
that we must forgive those who repent of
their sins against us. Jesus said, “If thy
brother trespass against thee, rebuke him;
and if he repent, forgive him” (Luke 17:3).
In fact, our own salvation depends upon
our willingness to forgive others. Jesus
warned, “If ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses” (Matthew 6:15). No
faithful Christian can harbor bitterness or
refuse forgiveness toward a truly penitent
sinner.
Sadly, some people find it difficult to
distinguish between forgiveness and
consequences. While God requires us to
forgive, forgiveness does not necessarily
remove all of the results of sinful conduct.
Consider King David. After his sin involving
Bathsheba and Uriah, David sincerely
repented and was forgiven by God (2
Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51). Yet the
consequences of his actions remained. His
child died, violence plagued his family, and
turmoil filled his household for years
afterward (2 Samuel 12:10-14). Forgiveness
did not erase those consequences.
The same principle is true today. A thief
may repent and be forgiven, but he may still
face legal penalties. A drunk driver may
obtain forgiveness from God and from
those he has harmed, but the injuries he
caused may remain. A person who has lied,
betrayed trust, or slandered others may be
forgiven, but the damage done to
relationships can linger for years. This is
especially important to remember in our
personal relationships. Trust, once broken,
can be difficult to restore. A husband or
wife may forgive an unfaithful spouse, but
the emotional scars may remain. Friends
may forgive one another, but the closeness
they once enjoyed may never be fully
regained. Forgiveness removes the guilt of
the offense; it does not automatically
remove all of the effects of the offense.
This reality should motivate us in two ways.
First, it should encourage us to forgive as
God has forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32).
Second, it should make us think carefully
before we sin. Too many people assume
they can commit wrongs, say “I'm sorry,”
and instantly erase all the damage. God’s
forgiveness is wonderful, but sin often
leaves lasting consequences — and the same
is true of our forgiveness.

Let us be quick to forgive those who repent.
But let us also remember that sin is never
harmless. Even when forgiveness is
granted, the painful results of wrongdoing
may remain. “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Think!

Would You Allow This?

By Greg Gwin

A husband was away from home for several
weeks. There was no justifiable reason for
him to be gone. One day he just left and
never came home. Numerous inquiries
were made, but his absence remained
unexplained. And then one day he
wandered back home. He sat down at the
supper table and acted as though nothing
had ever happened. Would you allow this?
A worker walked off this job. He did not
obtain his employer's permission, he just
disappeared. He remained gone for a
couple of months. Other employees had to
take up the slack and fill-in for him,
covering his work while they tried to do
their own. Then he showed up on a payday.
He offered no explanation, asked for all his
back wages and proceeded to take up his
former position as if everything was
normal. Would you allow this?
A student failed to attend classes for a
number of weeks. School officials
attempted to locate him and discover the
cause of his absence, but to no avail. The
other students progressed in their studies,
leaving the absent student far behind in
several important subject areas. The truant
student returned one day. He had no
excuse. There was evidence that his absence
was deliberate and that he had been
involved in a good bit of mischief.
Amazingly, he expected to be welcomed
without question and even requested that
the entire class back-track and cover the
subject matters he missed. Would you allow
this?
A Christian did not attend services for
several weeks. The elders, the preacher, and
a number of other church members tried to
find out what the problem was, but without
success. Others had to take up the slack
caused by his absence. The congregation
proceeded with its program of work and
teaching. Then one day he showed up for
services again. There was no explanation -
no confession of wrongdoing. He wanted to
immediately retake to his former status, to
be counted as a faithful member, to be
called on for prayer and used in the
services. Would you allow this? Think!



